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Jeanne E. Mettler has practiced criminal law for over thirty years.  She began her career in 1978 

with the Criminal Division of the Legal Aid Society of Westchester County.   She worked in both 

the private and public sector in Westchester.  Her extensive trial experience includes homicide 

cases including one of the first potential death penalty cases in Westchester, in 1998.  In 1996 

Ms. Mettler was the President of the New York State Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.  

She was the first woman and first public defender to hold that post.  In 2010 Ms. Mettler 

opened an office in Columbia County, in the town of Copake.  She is concentrating on criminal 

defense.  She also serves as Chair of the Comprehensive Plan Committee for the Town of 

Copake.  Ms. Mettler is a 1977 graduate of the Rutgers School of Law- Camden and holds a BA 

from Marymount College in Tarrytown.  She is a native of Copake Falls, New York.  
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