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OPPOSED T O

* This memo is submitted on behalf of the New. York State Assocratlon of Criminal Defense -

" Lawyers (NYSACDL) in opposmon to A. 02596 (Markey), which extends the statuteof - -
limitations on some sex crimes. The NYSACDL is a bar association with over 800 members in-
New York. Our members are both private and public practitioners and represent attorneys from
all parts of New York State. We are the New York affiliate of the National Assocnatlon of '
Cr1m1na1 Defense Lawyers which has over 30,000 members natlonally : - -

. Our opposition tp-A.Q25_96 is based on th_e following- cqncems: o ,‘ & T

- e The current statutes of limitations are sufﬁclent to properly prosecute sex crimes cases

*  There is a significant risk of wrongful conviction in cases which are not commenced for
the substantial period included in this bill- = - ' -
The types.of crimes for which the statute of limitations would be extended under thrs b111
dre hrghly susceptlble to false clalms and lack of proof of gurlt or innocgénce = -

- 'In order to understand the regularlty with which people are convicted of crlmes they d1d not
_ commit, one only need review the website of the’ Innocence Project. - - -
(http://www.innocenceproject.org/know/). Hundreds of prisoners have been exonerated and
" released because scientific evidence affirmatively proves their innocence even though a jury
convicted them of the charges based on the information that was available at the time of the trial.

- While people can be wrongfully charged and convicted of almost any type of crime, a large
- percentage of wrongful convictions occur in sex crimes cases. There are a variety of reasons for

EARL WARD, MANHATTAN
CAPPY WEINER, KINGSTON

PATRICiA MARCUS, MANHATTAN ..






