\ =
CRAIG P. SCHLANGER, SYRACUSE

FRESIDENT-ELECT
GEORGE R. GO{TZER, MANHATTAN

R = NT

KEVIN D. O'CONNELL, MANHATTAN
YICE:-PRESIDENTS

MATTHEW KLUGER, BRONX

DONNA R. NEWMAN, MANHATTAN
RICHARD D. WILLSTATTER, WHITE FLAINS

SECRETARY
STEFANE GOLDIN, MINEOLA

IREASURER
AARON MYSLIWIEC, MANHATTAN

PAST-PRESIOENTS

LAWRENCE §. GOLDMAN, MANHATTAN ~
PAUL J. CAMBRIA, BUFFALG

JACK T. LITMAN, MANHATTAN

MARK J. MAHONEY, BUFFALOD

DAVID L. LEWIS, MANHATTAN

WILLIAM . ARONWALD, WHITE PLAINS
THGOMAS F. LIOTTI, GARDEN CITY

{RA D. LONDON, MANHATTAN

JEANNE E. METTLER, BEDFORD HILLS
MURRAY RICHMAN, BRONX

GERARD M. DAMIANI, NEW CITY
MARVIN E. SCHECHTER, MANHATTAN
KATHRYN M. KASE, HOUSTON, TEXAS ~
RUSSELL M. GIOIELLA, MANHATTAN
JAMES P. HARRINGTON, BUFFALO
RICHARD J. BARBUTG, BABYLON
MARTIN B. ADELMAN, MANHATTAN
JOSHUA L. DRATEL, MANHATTAN

RAY KELLY, ALBANY

DANIEL N. ARSHACK, MANHATTAN
LISA SCHREIBERSDORF, BROOKLYN

?ii .
;

7

NEW YORK STATE AéSOCIATION OF
CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYERS

An Affiliate of the Nanonal Association of Criminal Defense lawyers

Founded in 1986

245 FIFTH AVENUE * 19TH FLOOR

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016
TEL: (212) 532-4434
FAX: (212) 532-4668

E-MAIL: NYSACDL@AOL.COM
WWW.NYSACDL.ORG

.

oRrR -

a 0 IF CHECKED, PLEASE REPLY DIRECTLY TO
THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT AT:
120 EAST WASHINGTON STREET, SUITE 925, SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13202

DIRECTORS

WAYNE BODDEN, BROOKLYN

CHERYL MEYERS BUTH, BUFFALQ
GREGORY C. CLARKE. STATEN ISLAND
ANDREW CORREIA, LYONS

TAMIKA COVERDALE, MOUNT YERNON
ANDREW KQSSOVER, NEW PALTZ
GREG D. LUBOW, TANNERSVILLE
GLENN EDWARD MURRAY, BUFFALC
MANDEL CRTEGA, STATEN ISLANDG
BENJAMIN OSTRER. CHESTER

ALAN RCGSENTHAL, SYRACUSE
ANDREW PATEL, MANHATTAN
MICHAEL SHAPIRO, MANHATTAN
ROBIN STEINBERG, BRONX

DONALD M. THOMPSON, ROCHESTER
ANDRE A. VITALE, ROCHESTER

JOHN S. WALLENSTEIN, GARDEN CITY
EARL WARD, MANHATTAN

CAFPY WEINER, KINGSTOMN

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
PATRICIA MARCUS, MANHATTAN

Legislative Memo
Dated: March 2, 2009

Bill No.: A03106: An Act to amend the education law, in relation to the retention of
qualified public defenders through assistance in repaying student loans

The NYSACDL SUPPORTS passage of this bill, with the proposed modifications outlined
below.

This proposed legislation would correct an existing inequity in the New York State District
Attorney Loan Forgiveness Program by extendmg the benefits of .this program to "indigent
* defense attorneys” as that term is defined in the proposed statute. Currently this program
provides financial assistant to prosecutors in New York State, and thereby assists district attorney
offices throughout New York State to attract and retain young attorneys to be prosecutors.

The proposed legislation would restore equity to the loan forgiveness program, and assist

institutional defender offices, such as public defender offices or legal aid offices, in attractmg
and retaining quahﬁed young attorneys to work as indigent defense attorneys

Policv Issues

1. Currently, institutional defender offices and legal aid programs are finding it
1ncreasmgly difficult to attract and retain young attorneys to work as 1nd1gent defense attorneys.

2. According to a 2003 report of the American Bar Association, the average law
student in 2002 graduated with a student loan debt in excess of $80,000, and had an average
. student loan payment as high as $1000 per month. (See: Lifting the Burden: Law Student Debt as
a Barrier to Public Service, ABA Commission on. Loan Repayment and Forgiveness, 2003.)

From 2002 to 2007 the average tuition increase for public law schools was 9% per year, while -

the average tuition increase at private law schools was 6% per year
(www.abanet.org/legaled/statistics/charts/stats%20-%205.pdf). Law students graduating from
private law schools may have student loans well in excess of $100,000.






